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This session is a list of ways to keep your SolidWorks installation running at 
maximum performance.  The DASI Solutions Application Engineering staff has came 
up with a list of  items that are most likely to cause degradation to your application. 



#10. Collecting large sets of data in your Temp file directories.

The temp file locations for SolidWorks backups and recoveries can become quite large if left unattended.  

Cleaning out these locations will help save on storage space and help with recovering files for possible 

failures at a later date.

So there are a couple of locations that your SolidWorks files can accumulate in.  One location is found in 
your SolidWorks options in your Backup Recover settings. The other is your windows temp file location.    

A good tool for maintaining your Solidworks installation is the SolidWorks RX.  This installs with every 
version of SolidWorks.  Itôs located in your SolidWorks Tools folder in your óAll Programsô list.  This 
program is able to capture your preset location for the temp and backup files.



#9. Running multiple versions of SolidWorks applications where older 

versions are no longer in use.

Multiple installations of SolidWorks can cause unwanted results:
ÅRandom failures when running specific functions

ÅSlowdowns in performance

ÅCorruption of output files

This can occur by running an install or upgrade and selecting to not upgrade the existing version. 

Sometimes you may see multiple version but at different service pack for the same major release.  This can 

be cause by not updating ALL the products installed of a particular version.  There are SolidWorks guides 

as well as a DASI Clean Uninstallation Guide and Windows Cleanup Utility from the Microsoft web site.



#8. Running SolidWorks add-ins while not in use.

Having add-ins turned on increases the amount of time it 

take for SolidWorks to initiate. 

Having unused add-ins installed can take up needed hard 

drive space and take longer to upgrade and install.

Certain add-ins will also pull a different license file in an 

SolidWorks Network License environment.

Although we want all users to take advantage of the 
additional tools in SolidWorks, they are never all needed at 
the same time.  Simulation is an example that when turned 
on in the add-ins it has to populate the task pane, 
pulldown menus, and command manager.  

The licensing can become an issue on a SolidWorks 
Network installation as well.  Itôs very common to install all 
products available and then licenses will be used as add-in 
are turned on.  Having this set to start up will keep 
someone else from accessing the tool they may need.


